COMMISSIONERS COURT COURT ORDER NUMBER

COMMUNICATION PAGE 1 OF 5
DATE: 11/12/2024

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN ATTORNEY EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT
ENGAGING THE FIRM OF D. RANDALL MONTGOMERY &
ASSOCIATES PLLC AS OUTSIDE COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENSE OF
TARRANT COUNTY EMPLOYEE TYRONE CALDWELL IN A LAWSUIT
ENTITLED ANTHONY R. JOHNSON, SR., ET AL. V. TARRANT COUNTY,
TEXAS, ET AL., ACTION NO. 4:24-CV-686-O

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider an Attorney Employment Agreement engaging the firm
of D. Randall Montgomery & Associates PLLC. as outside counsel for the defense of Tarrant County employee
Tyrone Caldwell in a lawsuit entitled Anthony R. Johnson, Sr., et al. v. Tarrant County, Texas, et al., Action No.
4:24-cv-686-0.

BACKGROUND

Tarrant County employee Tyrone Caldwell has been sued in an inmate civil rights case. Pursuant to Local
Government Code Section 157.901, it is necessary for outside counsel to be employed to represent this
individual in the lawsuit entitled Anthony R. Johnson, Sr., et al. v. Tarrant County, Texas, et al., Civil Action No.
4:24-cv-686-0 in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas, Fort Worth Division.

With approval, Tarrant County employee Tyrone Caldwell will have representation in this federal suit.

FISCAL IMPACT

The fiscal impact associated with this action is unknown at this time, however, the law firm is to use all
reasonable means to resolve this matter at a total cost of no more than $30,000.00 per individual, subject to
further court approval. Funding is available in account 61500-2025 Self-Insurance Fund 191200000 Self
Insurance /585071 Litigation Expense.

SUBMITTED BY | Criminal District Attorney PREPARED BY: | Polly Maxwell

APPROVED BY: | Mark Kratovil




Conumnissioners Court
Administration Building

100 3. Weather(ord, Room 502-A
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0609

Re: ATTORNEY EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT — RE: TYRONE CALDWELL
Anthony R, Johason, Si, el al. v Tarvant County, Texas, el al., Civil Action No. 4:24-0v-686-
0, In the United Stafes District Court for the Norlhorn District of Texas, Jort Worth Division

Dear Judge O'Hare:

Thank you for consldering me to serve as ouiside confliots counscl in this matter,
Specifically, I am writlng 1o contirm that 12, Randell Montgomery & Associates PLLLC (1he “Lave
Firm”) and Tarrant County, Texas (the “County”) agree that the Law Firm will, upon approval by
the Tarrant County Cowmissloners, represent Tacrant County detention officer Tyrone
Caldwell (the “Client”) in his individual capacity.

‘Scope of Engagements The Law Firm is authorized to represenl the Client in this matler and o
appear on the Client’s behalf before courts, arhitration panels, or similar authoritics as may be
tequired 10 represent the Client. Lixeept as may be limited by the atlorney-elient privilege, the Law
Firm agrees (0 keep the County apprised of the status of the case a3 the case progresses,

Serviecs and Rates: The fegal services to be pravided by the Law Firm include, but are not limited
fo, conferencos (both in person and by telephone), correspondence, rescarch, analysis,
vestigation, preparation of legal documents, meelings with parties, witnesses, and other
necessary peisons, negotiations, wrilten discovery and deposilions, {rial and hearing preparation,
appeatances In cowrl and in mediation, and sll related work requived to represent the Client
properly in this matter.

The rates for legal scrvices provided by the Law Firny are as follows:

$ 300,00 per hour for Partner and $250.00 per hour for Aysociate attorney scrviees rendered by
Law Firm, Additlonal expenses as may be required to represent the Client may be charged fo the
County, including but not limited to court costs, filing flecs, postage and copy charges, courier fees,
costs to create exhiblts, expert and consuftant fees, and other reasonably necessary items, The Law,
Fivm, however, will not hive vutside experts ot cunsultunts, will not incur travel expenses,
and will not incur any ofher substanfing expense withont the County’s prior approyal, The
Law Firm will work with counsel for the County in this lawsuit pursuant to joint defense and
conmmon inferest privileges to the extent ethically possible in otder to avoid duplication of efforts
and to reduce costs, The County undetstands that (he Law Firm’s ethical duty of loyalty is solely
fo the Client.

The Law Firm agrees to keep 1rack of time and to submit redacted bills on a periodic basis for
payment, Time will be billed in 1/10th increments, In order 1o meet existing deadlines and in order
{o preserve and protect the Client’s interests, the Law Firm may have needed to perform certain
neeessary services prior o {ormal approval of this contract and may bill for such services.



'The Law Fivm shall use all reasonable means, including the utifization of dispositive pretial
motions as appropriate, to resolve this matter as quickly and inexpensively as reasonably and
cthically possible. The Luw Firm cannot guarantee specific outcomes nor guarantce the amount of
time that will wltimately be needed lo adequately represent the Client as much depends on actions
tnken by the apposing parly, the Coust, ond other matters beyond my control, nor have 1 yet had
an opportunity to fully review all relevant materiats or formulate any soil of a reliable budget. The
Law Fiem will endeavor, however, to complele this assignment for less than $30,000.00 if at all
possible. In the event the billing reaches $30,000.00, the Law Firm shall brief the Tatrant County
Commissioness Court on the budget and request an additional reasonable smount to complete the
matten

NOTICE TO CLIENTS: The State Bar of Texas Investlgates and prosecutes professionsl
misconduct committed by Texns attorneys, Although nut every complaint against or dispute
with 2 lnwyer involves professional misconduct, the State Bar's Office of Chief Disciplinary
Counsel will provide you with information abeut how to fite a complaint. Please ¢nll 1-800-
932-1900 toll-frec for more information.

Sincerely,

D, RaanalI Montgomery "&J\_’)
AGREED: %(/wmg ﬂM

(cliént} /




SIGNED AND EXBECUTED this day of , 2024,
COUNTY OF TARRANT

STATE OF TEXAS
Tim O’ Hare
Counly Judge

CERTIFICATION OF
ARPRROVED AS 'TQ FORM; AVAILABLE FUNDS: §
Criminal District &1!01‘1103( 's Office? Tarrant County Auditot

Dy T, 1 CoSninal istrict A ltoniey’s Ofice may enby approve conteacls for fis clionts. Wo revlewed this doenment as to Bornt Srom our elient’s
Jogal perspecilve, Oifier pactics may nel rely on this epprovel, Jusiead thase partles shovld seck contrnct revlew lrom fndapendent cosiel.



Consideration of an Attorney Employment Agreement Engaging the Firm of D. Randall
Montgomery & Associates PLLC as Outside Counsel for the Defense of Tarrant County
Employee Tyrone Caldwell in a Lawsuit Entitled Anthony R. Johnson, Sr., et al. v. Tarrant
County, Texas, et al., Action No. 4:24-cv-686-O

SIGNED AND EXECUTED this 12 day of November, 2024.

COUNTY OF TARRANT
STATE OF TEXAS

Ny .

Tim O'Hare
County Judge
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| 88) SSIONERS COURT ACTION R TED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider an Attorney Employment Agreement engaging the firm
of D. Randall Montgomery & Associates PLLC. as outside counsel for the defense of Tarrant County employee
Tyrone Caldwell in a lawsuit entitled Anthony R. Johnson, Sr., et al. v. Tarrant County, Texas, et al., Action
No. 4:24-cv-686-0.

BACKGROUND

Tarrant County employee Tyrone Caldwell has been sued in an inmate civil rights case. Pursuant to Local
Government Code Section 157.901, it is necessary for outside counsel to be employed to represent this
individual in the lawsuit entitled Anthony R. Johnson, Sr., et al. v. Tarrant County, Texas, et al., Civil Action
No. 4:24-cv-686-0 in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas, Fort Worth Division.

With approval, Tarrant County employee Tyrone Caldwell will have representation in this federal suit.
FISCAL IMPACT

The fiscal impact associated with this action is unknown at this time, however, the law firm is to use all
reasonable means to resolve this matter at a total cost of no more than $30,000.00 per individual, subject to

further court approval. Funding is available in account 61500-2025 Self-Insurance Fund 191200000 Self
Insurance /585071 Litigation Expense.
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APPROVED BY: | Mark Kratovil




Cominissioners Court
Administration Building

100 I3. Weatherford, Room 502-A
Fort Worlth, ‘Texus 76196-0609

Re: ATTOUNEY EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT - NE: T'YRONE CALDWELL
Anthony R. Johason, Sr, et al. v. Tavrant County, Texas, ef al., Civil Action No. 4:24-0v-686-
Q, In the United Stales Distrlet Coutt for the Northorn District of Texas, Forl Worth Division

Dear Judge O'Hare:

Thank you for consldering me lo serve as oufside coufliots counsel in this matter,
Specifically, [ am writlng 1o confirm that 12, Randell Montgomery & Associates PLLC (the “Law
Fivm) and Tarrant County, Texas (the “County®) agree that the Law Firm will, upon approval by
the Tartant County Cowmmissloners, represent Tacrant County detention officer Tyrone
Caldwell (the “Client”) in his individual capacity.

Scope of Engagement: The Law Firm is authorized to represeul the Client in this matler and to
appear an (he Client’s behalf before courts, arbitration panels, or similar authoritics as may be
tequired 10 represent (he Client. Exeepl as may be limiled by the atlorney-client privilege, the Luw
Firm agrees (o keep the County apprised of the status ol the case as the cuse progresses,

Serviees and Rates: The lepal services to be pravided by (he Law Finm include, but are not limited
fo, conferenicos (both in person and by telephone), correspondence, rescavch, analysis,
investigation, preparation of legal documents, meelings with partics, witnesses, and other
necessary persons, negotiations, wrilten discovery and deposilions, trial and hearing preparation,
appentances In cour! and in mediation, and all related work required to represent the Client
properly in this matter.

The rales for legal services provided by the Law Firov are as follows:

$ 300.00 per howr for Purtner and $250.00 per hour for Assoclate attorney serviees rendered by
Law Firm. Additlonal expenses as may be required to represent the Client may be charged to the
County, including but not limited to court costs, filing fecs, postage and copy charges, courier fees,
costs to create exhibits, expert and consultant fees, and other reasonably necessary items, The Law
Flvm, however, will not hive vulside experts or cunsultnnts, will not ineur_travel expenses,
and will nat incur any other substonfind expense withont the County’s prior approyal, The
Law Firm will work with counscl for the County in this lawsuit pursuant lo joint defense and
common interest privileges to the extent ethically possible in owder to avoid duplication of efforts
and to reduce costs. The County understands that the Taw Fiem'’s ethical duty of loyalty is solely

{o the Client,

The Law Firm agrecs to keep Irack of titne and to submit reducted bills on a periodic basis for
puyment, Time will be billed in 1/10th increments, Tn order to meet existing deadlines and in ovder
to preserve and protect the Client’s interests, the Law Firm may have needed to perform certain
necessary services prior to {ormal approval of this contract and may bill for such services.



‘The Law Firm shall use all reasonable means, including the utifization of dispositive pretrial
motions ay appropriate, to resolve this matter as quickly and incxpensively as reasonably and
othically possible. The Law Firm cannot guarantee specific outcomes nor guarantee the amount of
time that will ultimately be needed to adequately represent the Client as much depends on actions
taken hy the opposing party, the Court, ond other matters beyond my control, nor have I yet had
an opportunity to fully review all relevant materials or formulate any sort of a reliable budget, The
Law Fiem will endeavor, however, to complete this assignment for less than $30,000,00 if at all
possible. In the event the billing reaches $30,000.00, the Law Firm shall brief the Tatrant County
Commissioners Court on the budget and request an additional reasonable amount to complete the
matter,

NOTICE TOQ CLIENTS: The State Bar of Texns Investigates and prosecutes professional
misconduct gommitted by Texns attorneys, Although not every complaint against or dispute
with a Inwyer Involves professional misconduct, the State Bar's Office of Chief Disciplinary
Counsel will provide you wiih informafion about how to file a compluint. Please ¢all 1-800-
932-1900 toll-free for more information,

Sincerely,

T Rudorh Mg

D. Randall Montgomery

AGREED: —~Z(! 7 ﬂM

(client)




SIGNED AND EXECUTED this day of , 2024,

COUNTY OF TARRANT
STATE OF TEXAS

Tim O'Hare
County Judge
CERTIFICATION OF .
APPROVED AS TO FORM; AVAILABLE FUNDS: $ 30,00.(.00
\vgnu@m \%’l M@/}%
Criminal District #uomcy 's Office* Tarrant County Auditor
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Jogal porsprective. Gther partics may nol rely on this epprovat, Insicad those partles should seck contract roview from fndependent counsel.



