COMMISSIONERS COURT COURT ORDER NUMBER

COMMUNICATION PAGE 1 OF 8
DATE: 11/19/2024

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2025 PARKER COUNTY MEDICAL
EXAMINER DISTRICT AGREEMENT

#x* CONSENT AGENDA ***

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider FY 2025 Parker County Medical Examiner District
Agreement.

BACKGROUND

On October 28, 1965, the Commissioners Court, through Court Order #36671, adopted a resolution establishing
the Office of the Tarrant County Medical Examiner (TCME) and appointed a Medical Examiner pursuant to
Article 49.25 of Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.

In 1989, the counties of Tarrant, Parker, Denton and Johnson created a Medical Examiner District (District)
pursuant to Article 49.25 of Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.

With approval of this agreement, Dr. Kendall Crowns, Tarrant County Medical Examiner, will be appointed to
perform all duties provided by law for the District at TCME facilities which are located in Tarrant County.
TCME operational costs are funded through Tarrant County’s budget. Parker County will contribute
$459,898.00 for the operation of the District and funds will be deposited into Tarrant County’s General Fund.
This fee will be paid in quarterly installments. The term of this Agreement is from October 1, 2024 through
September 30, 2025.

Pursuant to Article 49.25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Sec. la(c), if a county desires to withdraw
from the District, the withdrawing county must give twelve (12) month written notice by certified mail return
receipt requested to all other counties contracting with the District; currently, those counties are Denton,
Johnson, Tarrant, and Parker.

The Criminal District Attorney’s Office has reviewed the agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT

Tarrant County will receive $459,898.00, payable in quarterly installments, from Parker County.

SUBMITTED BY | Medical Examiner PREPARED BY: | Kandice Boutte

APPROVED BY: | Kandice Boutte




PARKER COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER DISTRICT AGREEMENT FISCAL YEAR 2025

BACKGROUND

1. The County of Tarrant, State of Texas, being an urban‘county, created a Medical
Examiner's Office ("Office”} and appointed a Medical Examiner pursuantto Article 43.25
of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure; :

2. in 1988, the County of Parker, State of Texas, with a population of less than
1,000,000 and not having a reputable medical school joined the Counly of Tarrant to

expand the Joint Medical Examinet’s Distict;

3, The Commissioners Gourts of Tarrant County and Parker County have determined
thatitis in the beslinterestof the two (2) counties to operate a Medical Examiner's District

for such countles;

4, The Commissloners Courls of the two (2) counties have maintained & Medical
Examiner's District ("District”} consisting of the County of Tarrant and County of Parker,
in accordance with Arlicle 49.25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure; and

5, Tarrant County and Parker County conslilule and appoint Dr, Kendall Von CGrowns
for this District and as Medical Examiner for Tarrant County and Parker County to do and
perform all duties provided by law for the Office of Medical Examiner, with the Medical
Examiner to serve at the pleasure of the Commissioners Couris of the two (2) counties.

Tarrant County and Parker County ("Member County”) agree fo the following terms and
conditions:

1. TARRANT DUTIES

In consideralion of the annualfees paid by member counties, Tarrant County will provide
the following:

1.4 Help hire and train Forensic Death Investigators, provide written standard
operaling procedures for the investigators, and ensure iwenty-four (24) hour

supewision in the Member Counly.

1.2 Conduct all formal and informal inquests on deaths that fall within lhe
jurisdiction of the Medical Examiner's Office as defined in Atllcle 49.25 of the
TEXAS CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE by performing hecessary examinations fo
delermine both the cause and manner of death. The following listis an example
and is not infended to prevent or fo fimit the Office and Tarrant County from
instituting newer scientifically reflable and admissible testing to either replace or

enhance the following:
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1.6

a. External examinations, In Absentia or complete autopsies, as
deemead necessary;

h. Forensic chemistry and toxicology work-ups (including
blood/urinevitreous ethanol aswell as acidic, basic, and neufral drug

screen and drugs of abuse with confirmation by use of liquid or gas
chromatograph-mass spectrometry and when deemed necessary,

c. Microscopy if deemed necessary
d. Radiology;

e. Special laboratory tesling;

f. ldentificalion of human remains by postmorem fingemrinting and
comparison; comparative radiography, dental examination and
comparison, forensicanthropology examination, and DNA analysis
as deemed necessary; and

g. Pholography.

1.3  Prepare complete inquestreperts which wilthe property indexed, giving the
name of every person whose death is invesligated, the place where the body was
found, agefsexfrace, if known, date of death/found, and the cause and manner of
death. Such indexed records shall be kept in manuallogbooks, as well as on a
compatible computer. Copies of said inquest reports will be provided free of
charge to fhe investigating law enforcement agencies of the Member County,
including the police agencies, Sheriff's Office and the Disirict Attorney's Office or
Criminal District Attormney's Office. The Office wili follow the sfandards set forth by
the National Association of Medical Examiners,

14  Prepare and submil annual slalistical reports to the Member Countys
Commissioners Court, County Administrator, Auditor, Budget Officer, Counly
Attorney, and District Attorney's Office or Criminal District Attorney's Office.

15 Prepare and issue preliminary Cerlificates é)f Death within ten (10) working
days of the inquest as required by law.

lssue Cremation Penmits on a reasonable fee basis to funeral homes on request.

1.7 Consuliwith the Member County's law enforcement agents including the
police officers, and the Sheriff's depities, aswell as the atlorneys in cases fn which

inquests are performed.

]

1.8  Teslify as expert withesses at the Member County's Grand Jury Hearings,
as well as in Criminal Courls when requested in cases on which inquests are
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3.1

3.2

EY 2025 Parker County Medical Examiner's District Agreement

perforimed. In the event that Tarrant County no longer employs a requested
witness, the Member County will be responsible forthe costs associated with travel
and lodging, if any, of producing the former employee for examinatfion,
Altematively, Tarrant County will make available to the Member Countya current
employee to peer review fhe inquest and provide testimony,

1.8 Prepare and present an annual budgetrequest to the Member County's
Auditor/Budget Office for presentation to their Commissioners Court.

110 Prepare and implement a Mass Disaster Program for each county
comtracting as a member of the District in coordination with the Member Counfy's
Emergency Management Coordinator and the Member County's health
depariment.

111 On-line access to inquest reports by personnel of the Member County’s
Criminal District Atforney's Office or Dislrict Atlorney’s Office.

All compensalion, faciliies, supplies, and other expenses of the operalion of the
District's Office will be arranged for, contracted for, and paid for through the
General Fund of the County of Tarrant, State of Texas.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Parker County will pay the sum of FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-NINE THOUSAND
EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND 00M00 CENTS
($459,898.00) for the operation of the District to the General Fund of the Counly
of Tarrant, State of Texas. This fee shall be paid in quarterly instaliments.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MEMBER COUNTY:

Parker County will employ at least three (3) full-fime Forensic Death Investigators
and one (1) full-fime Senfor Forensic Death Investigalor as Parker County
employees who will be death investigators under the slatutory authority of the
Medical Examiner of Tarrant County but who will, as Parker County employees,
be under the administrative control of the Parker County Health Director.

It is specifically agreed thatall benefits, including, but n ot limited to, compensafion,
travel and lodging expense, workers compensalion, FICA taxes, uhermployment
compensation taxes, and withholding taxes of the Member County’s employees
shall be the sole obligation of and paid forby the Member County. In the eventthe
duties of the Member County's employees require travel into the jurisdiction of any
other county which Is a member of the Dislrict, it is expressly acknowledged the
employee is covered by the workers compensation or any other insurance only of
their emptoying Member County. It is further agreed that the individuals selecled
to fill these investigators' positions shall be approved by the Tarrant County

Madical Examiner.

Page 3 of 0




3.3  Atthesceneofdeath, the Member County’s Forensic Death [nvestigators will take
custody of human remains, will collect pertinent personal properly, place the
decedent in a seaied body hag, and will ensure the transfer of the remains and
propenty lo the CenfralMorgte in Forl Worth, Tarrant County, Texas, The Member
County shall pay the cost for transporation of human remains found in their
respeclive countyto Fort Worth, as well as the exhumation of remains in their
respective county if deemed necessaiy by the Medical Exarminer,

3.4  Themaintenance,operation and conirol of the Medical Examiner's Districtremains
with the County of Tarrant, Sfale of Texas.

4, TERMINATION

Pursuantio Article 49.25 of the TexAs CoDE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, Sec. 1a (c),
if a county desires to withdraw from the District, the withdrawing county must give 12
months written notice by certified mail return receipt requested fo all other counties
conlracting with the District; currenfly those counties are Denton, Johnson, Tarrant, and

Parker.
B, TERM OF AGREEMENT

5.1 The term of this agreementwill run from Oclober 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025.

Both counlies agree that the annual sumcontributed by Parker Counly toward (he
operation of the District may be renegotiated each year at least sixty (60) days in
advance of the expiration thersof, failing agreement on which, Parker County
agrees fo compensale Tarrant Counly a reasonable fee on a per case basis for
any Medical Examiner setvices performed during any holdover period; provided
however, that if Parker County so directs in writing, no services shall be pefformed
for Parker Gounty during the holdover peried, and Parker County will notincurany
expense during such hokdover period.

&
N

8. MISCELLANEQUS

This agreement supersedes all prior representations. The parties may amend this
contract by subsequentwritlen amendments. The parties will not amend this confract

orally. The laws of the State of Texas govern this agreement. Venue for any action
regarding this agreement must be in the district courts of Tarrani County, Texas.

7. FORM 1295 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The County of Parker acknowledges that it is a “governmental entity” and
not a “business entity” as those terms are defined in TEX. Gov’'t CobE Section

225290, and therefore, no disclosure of interested parties pursuant to TeEX, Gov'T
CODE Section 2252.908 is reguired,
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RESOLVED AND ORDERED this 2 day of Oclober, 2024

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF TARRANT

County Judge

Commissioner, Precinct One Commissioner, Precinct Three
Commissioner, Precinct Two Commissioner, Precinct Four

Tarrant County Court Order No.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Criminal District Attorney’s Office*

-

“By law, the Criminal District Atlorney's Office may anly approve coniracts for its clients, We reviewed this document
from our client's legal perspective, Other parties may not rely on this approval. Instead, those parties should seek
contract review from independent counsel.
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RESOLVED AND ORDERED this IS day of (Odobe—

STATE OF TEXAS !
COUNTY OF PARKER

(1
Vo~

Counly Judge

VOO

mmls ioner, Precinct Three

i

Aot LB ¢ > s

Gomnissionel, Precinct Two issioner, Pregifict Four

Parker County Court Order No.

APPROVED AS TO FO
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COMMUNICATION PAGE I OF 8
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SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2025 PARKER COUNTY MEDICAL
EXAMINER DISTRICT AGREEMENT

dekk hnk

R TACT D

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider FY 2025 Parker County Medical Examiner District
Agreement.

BACKGR:

On October 28, 1965, the Commissioners Court, through Court Order #36671, adopted a resolution establishing
the Office of the Tarrant County Medical Examiner (TCME) and appointed a Medical Examiner pursuant to
Article 49.25 of Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.

In 1989, the counties of Tarrant, Parker, Denton and Johnson created a Medical Examiner District (District)
pursuant to Article 49.25 of Texas Code of Criminal Procedure,

With approval of this agreement, Dr. Kendall Crowns, Tarrant County Medical Examiner, will be appointed to
perform all duties provided by law for the District at TCME facilities which are located in Tarrant County.
TCME operational costs are funded through Tarrant County’s budget. Parker County will contribute
$459,898.00 for the operation of the District and funds will be deposited into Tarrant County’s General Fund.
This fee will be paid in quarterly installments. The term of this Agreement is from October 1, 2024 through
September 30, 2025.

Pursuant to Article 49.25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Sec. la(c), if a county desires to withdraw
from the District, the withdrawing county must give twelve (12) month written notice by certified mail return
receipt requested to all other counties contracting with the District; currently, those counties are Denton,
Johnson, Tarrant, and Parker.

The Criminal District Attorney’s Office has reviewed the agreement.

I L ACT

Tarrant County will receive $459,898.00, payable in quarterly installments, from Parker County.

SUBMITTED BY | Medical Examiner PREPARED BY: | Kandice Boutte

APPROVED BY: | Kandice Boutte




PARKER COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER DISTRICT AGREEMENT FISCAL YEAR 2025

BACKGROUND

1. The Gounly of Tarrant, State of Texas, being an urban 'county, crealed a Medical
Examiner’s Office ("Office”) and appointed a Medical Examiner pursuantto Amcle 49.25
of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure;

2. in 1989, the County of Parker, Stale of Texas, with a population of less than
1,000,000 and nof having a repulable medlcal school joined the Counly of Tarranl to

expand the Joinl Medical Examiner's District;

3, The Commissioners Courts of Tarrant Countyand Parker Countly have delermined
thatit s In the best Interest of the two (2) countiesto operate a Meadical Examiner's Districl
for such countfes;

4. The Commissioners Courls of the two (2) counties have maintained a Medlcal
Examiner’s District ("Disliicl”} consisling of the County of Tarrant and County of Parker,
in accordance with Arficle 49,25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure; and

5, Tamrant County and Parker County consiitute and appoint Dr, Kendall Von Crowns
for this District and as Medical Examiner for Tarran! County and Parker Gounty fo do and
perform all dulles provided by law for the Office of Medical Examiner, with the Medical
Examiner to serve at the pleasure of {he Commissioners Courls of the two (2) counlies.

Tarrant County and Parker County (“Member County®) agree to the following lerms and
conditions:

1 TARRANT DUTIES

In consideration of the annual fees paid by member counties, Tarrant County will provide
the following:

1.1 Help hire and train Forenslc Death Investlgators, provide written standard
operaling procedures for the invesligators, and ensure wenly-four (24) hour

supamwision ih the Member County.

1.2 Conduct all formal and informal Inquests on dealhs that fall within the
jurisdicllon of the Medical Examiner's Office as defined in Aificle 49.25 of the
TEXAS CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE by performing necessaty examinations {o
defermine both the cause and manner of death. The following lislis an example
and is nol intended o prevent or to limit the Office and Tarrant County from
insfituting newer scienlifically reliable and admissible testing to either replace or

enhance the following:
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1.6

a. External examinalions, In Absentia or complete aulopsies, as
deemed necessary;

h. Forensic chemistry and toxicology work-ups (including
bleodfurinefvitreous ethanol aswell as acldic, basic, and neufraldnug
screen and drugs of abuss with confirmalion by use of llquid or gas
chromatograph-mass specfromelry and when deemed necessary,

c. Microscopy if deemed nacessary
d. Radiology;

€. Spscial laboratory testing;

f. idenfification of human remains by postmorem fingemrinling and
comparison; comparative radiography, dentai examination and
comparison, forensic anihropology examinafion, and DNA analysis
as deemed hecessary; and

d. Photography.

13  Prepare complete inqueslreporis which will be properly indexed, giving the
name of every person whose death is invesfigaled, the place where the body was
found, age/sexfrace, if known, dale of death/found, and the cause and manner of
death. Suchindexed records shall be kept in manual logbooks, as well as on a
compaltible computer, Coples of said inquest reports will be provided free of
charge to the Invesilgaling law enforcement agencies of the Member County,
including the police agencies, Sheriff's Office and the Districl Aftorney's Office or
Criminal Disirict Atforney's Office. The Office will foliow the standards sst forth by
the Natlonal Assoclation of Medical Examiners,

14  Prepare and submit annual sfalistical reporls to the Member Counly's
Commissioners Court, County Administrator, Auditor, Budget Officer, Counly
Aftorney, and Dislrict Altorney's Office or Criminal Disfrict Attorney’s Office.

1.5  Prepare andissue preliminary Cerlificafes E)f Death within fen (10) working
days of the inquest as requlired by law,

Issue Cremalion Pemmits on a reasonable fee basis to funeral homes on request.

1.7 Consuliwilh the Member Counly's law enforcement agents including the
police officers, and the Sheilff’s depulles, aswellas the atiorneys In cases fn which

inquests are performed.
]

1.8  Teslify as-expert withesses at the Member County's Grand Jury Hearlngs,
as well as In Criminal Courls when requested In cases on which inquests are
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1.12

3.1

3.2

20

performed. In the event that Tarrant County no longer employs a requested
wltness, the Member Countywillbe responsible for the costs assoclated with travel
and lodging, if any, of producing the former employee for examination,
Altematively, Tarranl County will make available to the Member Countya current
employee fo peer review the inquest and provide testimony,

1.8 Prepare and present an annual budget request to the Member County’s
Audilor/Budget Office for presentatlon to their Commissioners Couri.

110 Prepare and implement a Mass Disaster Program for each caunty
conlracling as a member of the Districl in coordination with the Member Coun by's
Emergency Management Coordinator and the Member County's health
depariment.

1.17 On-line access to Inquest reporis by personnel of the Member Countys
Criminal District Attorney’s Office or Distric Altorney's Office.

All compensallon, facilities, supplies, and other expenses of the aperalion of the
District's Office will be arranged for, confracted for, and paid for through the
General Fund of lhe County of Tairant, State of Texas.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Parker Gounty will pay the sum of FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-NINE THOUSAND
EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND 00/100 CENTS
($459,898.00) for the operation of the Districl to the General Fund of the County
of Tarani, State of Texas. This fee shall be paid in quarterly inslaliments.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MEMBER COUNTY:

Parker County willemploy at least three (3) full-ime Forensic Death Investigators
and one (1) fulime Senlor Forensic Death Investigalor as Parker County
smployees who will be death invesligators under the statutory aufhorlty of the
Medical Examiner of Tarrant County but who wlll, as Parker Counly employees,
be under the adminisirafive control of the Parker County Health Director.

Itis speclficallyagreed thatall benefits, Including, but not limited fo, compensation,
travel and lodging expense, workers compensalion, FICA taxes, unemployment
compensalion laxes, and withholding taxes of the Member County's employees
shall be the sole obligation of and paid forby the Member County.n the eventthe
duties of he Member Counly's employees require travel into the Jurisdiction of any
other county which Is a member of the District, it s expressly acknowledged lhe
employee is covered by the workers compensalion or any other Insurance only of
thelr employing Member County. It Is further agreed that the individuals selecled
fo fill these Investigators’ posifions shall be approved by the Tarrant County
Medlcal Examiner.
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3.3  Atthescene ofdealh, the Member County’s Forensic Death [nvestigators wiil lake
custody of human remains, will coflect periinent personal properly, place the
decedent in a sealed hody bag, and will ensure the transfer of the remains and
property lo the Cenfral Morgue in Forl Worth, Tarran{ County, Texas. The Member
County shall pay the cost for transporation of human remains found in their
respeclive countyto Fort Worth, as well as the exhumalion of remains in their
respeclive county if deemed necessaiy by the Medical Examiner.

34 Themalntenance,operalion and conirol of the Medical Examiners District remains
with the County of Tarrant, State of Texas.

4, TERMINATION

Pursuant o Article 49,25 of the TEXAS CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, Sec. 1a (6),
if a county desires to withdraw from the District, the withdrawing county inust give 12
months written notice by cerlifisd mail relurn receipt requested fo all other counlies
goniracting wiih the District; currently those counlles are Denton, Johnson, Tarrant, and
Parker.

B. TERM OF AGREEMENT
51  Theferm of this agreementwill run from Oclober 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025.

52  Both counties agree thaf the annual sumcontributed by Parker Counly toward lhe
operation of the District may be renegofiated each year at least sixty (60} days In
advance of the expiration thereof, falling agreemeni on which, Parker County
agrees fo compensale Tarranl Couniy a reasonable fee on a per case basis for
any Medical Examiner services performed during any holdover perlod; provided
however, that If Parker Gounty so directs in wilting, no services shall be performed
for Parker Gounty during the holdover perlod, and Parker County will notincur any
expense during such holdover period,

8. MISCELLANEOUS

This agreemen supersedes all prior representations. The parties may amend this
contracl by subsequent written amendments. The parties will nof amend this confracl
orally. The laws of the Slale of Texas govern this agreement. Venue for any action
regarding this agreement musl be in the district courts of Tarrant County, Texas.

7, FORM 1295 ACKNOWLEDGENMENT

The County of Parker acknowledges that It Is a "governmental entity” and
not a "business enflty” as those terms are defined In TEX. Gov'T CopE Sectlon

2252.90, and therefore, no disclosure of Inferested parties pursuant to TEX. Gov'r
CoDE Section 2252,908 |s required,
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RESOLVED AND ORDERED this_|© _day of Oclober, 2024

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF TARRANT

County Judge

Commigsioner, Precinct One Commissioner, Precinct Three
Commissioner, Precinct Two Commissioner, PrecinctFour
Tarrant County Court Order No. |‘-{"~f'.159'

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

VP S

Criminal District Attorne}’s Office*

‘By law, the Criminal DistrictAttorney’s Office may only approve confracts for its clients. We reviewed this document
from our client's legal perspective. Other parties may not rely on this approval. Instead, those parties should seek
contract review from independent counsal.

Y Pa ou | Examiner’, tric en Page 6 of 8



RESOLVED AND ORDERED this IS day of {(Odobe

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF PARKER

1"‘_"'

( /
V e
County Judge

0 OuD)

mmls {oner, PMcinct Th ree

@omynissionet, Precinet Two missloner, Preginct Four -

Parker County Court Order No.

APPROVED AS TO FORMN:

Nl e

arker Couniy Madical Exatninec’s Dislrici Aqreement
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Consideration of Fiscal Year 2025 Parker County Medical Examiner District Agreement
SIGNED AND EXECUTED this 25 day of November, 2024.

COUNTY OF TARRANT
STATE OF TEXAS

T Ohhoa—

Tim O'Hare
County Judge
11/25/2024



