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*** CONSENT AGENDA ***

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court approve Othram, Inc. as sole source for Forensic-Grade Genome
Sequencing, for the Medical Examiner’s Office.

BACKGROUND

Othram, Inc. provided the Purchasing Agent documentation that they are the sole source of Forensic-Grade
Genome Sequencing.

For the Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s Office, Othram’s services are critical in cases where conventional
forensic testing has been inconclusive. By leveraging forensic genealogy and advanced DNA reconstruction,
Othram helps medical examiners identify victims, resolve long-standing cases, and bring closure to families.
The ability to extract and analyze DNA from challenging samples significantly enhances investigative
capabilities and aligns with the county’s commitment to justice and public safety.

Under the County Purchasing Act, exemptions to the competitive bidding requirements are allowed for certain
types of purchases. The statutes require that the Purchasing Agent advise the Commissioners Court of the
existence of only one (1) source, with such notice to be entered into the minutes of the Court.

Accordingly, the above item has been determined to be sole source under the County Purchasing Act
262.024(a)(7) as follows:

“(7) an item can be obtained from only one (1) source, including:
(A) items for which competition is precluded because of the existence

of patents, copyrights, secret processes, or monopolies;”

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item.
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