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*** CONSENT AGENDA ***

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider the approval of aMemorandum of Understanding (MOU)
Tarrant County, d/b/a Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney's Office (CDA) and SafeHaven of Tarrant
County to establish the roles, responsibilities and working relationship concerning the use of expert witnesses in
felony cases involving intimate partner violence.

BACKGROUND

To successfully prosecute felony cases involving intimate partner violence, the Criminal District Attorney often
requires testimony from qualified expert witnesses. SafeHaven of Tarrant County provides access to these
experts through the SafeHaven Expert Witness Guild.

This MOU will establish the roles and responsibilities of both SafeHaven and the CDA's Office, including the
payment of fees for expert testimony at a rate of $375.00 per hour for testimony exceeding four (4) hours.

With approval of the MOU, the CDA’s Office will continue to utilize the testimony of qualified experts
necessary to successfully prosecute felony intimate partner violence cases. The term of the MOU is two (2)
years from the date of signing, unless terminated by either party.

The Criminal District Attorney’s Office has approved this MOU as to form.

FISCAL IMPACT

The fiscal impact is on an as-needed basis for expert witness testimony. Fees will incur only after testimony has
exceeded four (4) hours. The fees will be expensed from account 585142 Expert Witness Serv /10000-2025
General Fund /4510300000 CDA Cost Center.

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN TARRANT COUNTY, D/B/A TARRANT COUNTY CRIMINAL
DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE AND SAFEHAVEN OF TARRANT
COUNTY FOR PAYMENT OF FEES IN CONNECTIONWITH EXPERT
WITNESS TESTIMONY IN FELONY CASES
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