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*** CONSENT AGENDA ***

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED

It is requested that the Commissioners Court consider authorizing the deaccession of select materials from the
City of Fort Worth Aviation Department Collection maintained by the Tarrant County Archives. Deaccessioned
materials will be considered for donation, auction, or other disposition in accordance with established archival
policies and procedures.

BACKGROUND

The City of Fort Worth Aviation Department Collection was accessioned into the Tarrant County Archives in
2014. The collection consists of over 5,000 items including artifacts, books, technical manuals, training aids,
textbooks, magazines, A/V materials, photographs, posters, artwork, personal memorabilia from individuals
associated with north Texas aviation, and exhibit displays.

On October 11, 2022, the Commissioners Court, through Court Order #139334, approved the deaccession and
donation of two (2) large interactive exhibit displays from this same collection to the Fort Worth Aviation
Museum.

A recent review determined that a substantial portion of the collection should be deaccessioned. Items identified
for removal include:

• Materials with no additional research value.
• Duplicate materials.
• Items outside the Archives’ collecting scope, such as Audio/Visual recordings of popular movies and

television shows, publications that are not aviation related, and large quantities of model building
magazines.

• Large quantities of readily available maintenance manuals, user guides, and model-building magazines.
• Materials unsuitable for long-term preservation, including items with mold damage.

The collection also contains over 2,300 books, both related and unrelated to aviation history. Due to space
limitations, lack of public browsing access, and the absence of an online catalog, the Archives is not an ideal
repository for the majority of these volumes. A curated selection of books, including directories for military
aviation organizations and those directly related to the history of aviation in Fort Worth will be retained.
Remaining titles will be offered to partner institutions, including the Fort Worth Public Library, the Fort Worth
History Center, and the Fort Worth Aviation Museum, which have expressed interest in adding select books into
their holdings.
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If deaccession is approved, Archives staff will make every effort to place the materials with the above named
institutions or other appropriate institutions. Items that cannot be placed will be evaluated for possible public
auction or disposal in accordance with archival standards.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item.






